THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

out of the fight which she had pledged herself to
wage to the end at our side. From the effect of that
second blow to our national morale the Royal Air
Force saved us by its magnificent response to the
stupendous calls made upon it in the weeks that
followed.
The Epic of Dunkirk
Already on the beaches of Dunkirk the fighter
squadrons of the Royal Air Force had met and mas-
tered the Luftwaffe. There was laid the scene of the
preliminary encounter which was to be followed by
the sterner clash in the Battle of Britain. Dunkirk
will stand for ever among the battle-honours of our
Air Force. The setting for the trial of strength there
was one which would have gladdened the hearts of
those enthusiasts whose dream has always been the
pitting of the air arm against the older arms of war.
Beside the tidewater there stood arrayed the scores
of thousands of wearied troops awaiting embarka-
tion and offering as they did so an ideal target for
attack from the air. Along the coast there lay a
packed multitude of ships and boats of every ima-
ginable kind, waiting to rescue the men on the
beaches, and again, presenting a perfect target to
the German bombers above. Those bombers filled
the air. Their bases were not distant and they could
return again and again to rain their explosives upon
the soldiers and the ships below. No more favourable
opportunity could well be conceived for a strong
bombing force to demonstrate its ability to smash
and shatter enemy forces, on ground and sea: forces
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